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G.C. Murphy Company
Organizational History
George Clinton Murphy opened his first five-and-ten retail store at 310 Fifth Avenue in McKeesport, PA in 1899. He sold out in 1904 to Woolworth, but in 1906 he started a second chain of stores that sold items for 5, 10 and 25 cents, at 545 Fifth Avenue. He rapidly expanded to 12 stores in the Pittsburgh area, prior to his death in 1909. In 1911 John Sephus Mack and Walter Carlysle Shaw obtained control of the G.C. Murphy Company. 

Through numerous expansions, Murphy's remained headquartered in McKeesport. In 1934 there were 181 Murphy stores in 11 states. The number of Murphy's stores jumped with the purchase of Morris Stores in the Midwest, Murphy Co. greatly expanded its presence south of the Mason-Dixon line with the acquisition of the 112-store Morgan & Lindsey chain, and moved into the department store business with the purchase of Cobb's, Bruner's and Terry Farris stores in Texas. The first Murphy's Mart opened in Bethel Park, Pa., a suburb of Pittsburgh, in 1970. By 1976, the nation's bicentennial and Murphy's 70th anniversary, the company operated 529 stores. 

Ames Department Stores Inc. of Rocky Hill, Conn., purchased the G.C. Murphy Co. in 1985 for $198 million. The Murphy's Marts were converted to Ames stores, while the variety stores were spun off into a separate Ames division, still based in McKeesport.

In 1988, Ames spun off its Murphy division to the parent company of McCrory stores. The McKeesport office was closed, and about 100 remaining G.C. Murphy Co. variety stores were absorbed by McCrory.

A philanthropic arm, the G.C. Murphy Co. Foundation, was formed in 1952 and survives to this day. Many Murphy's retirees remain active and in close contact, through a volunteer organization known as "SMERF" — the "Society of Murphy Employees Who Retired or Were Fired." 

Collection Description

We do not hold company records from the G.C. Murphy Company. We hold materials donated by individuals, many of whom worked for the G.C. Murphy Company. Those materials include numerous photographs, Annual Reports, Veterans Club reunion books, and other company documents, articles, personnel information and general information.

Items in the collection are filed by accession number, with the exception of the unnumbered materials arranged in binders. 

Access Restrictions

There are no access restrictions to this collection. We suggest that you call ahead to make a research appointment so that our staff can pull the materials you are interested in prior to your visit. Members of the McKeesport Heritage Center may access our research materials free of charge, non-members are charged a research fee. Membership is open to all interested persons. We are open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9-5 and Saturdays from 9-3.

Inventory

Acc #

Box #

Folder Description

	1988.905
	
	Rand McNally Road Map ca. 1930’s, prepared for Murphy’s

	1992.288A
	
	1950’s company Christmas Cards, G.C. Murphy

	1992.343A
	Scrapbook
	Photos from 1980 Super Bowl party at G.C. Murphy offices

	1993.375A
	
	Chain Store Age promotional magazine for upcoming Murphy’s edition

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Veteran’s Club Constitution

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Veteran’s Club Reunion Program 1949

	
	
	Newspaper Articles

	1993.403A
	
	Tribute to Walter Shaw at Youghiogheny Country Club

	1999.703A?
	
	G.C. Murphy Veterans Club Reunion Programs 1960’s to 1980’s

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Veterans Club Constitution and By-Laws 1953-1962

	
	
	Booklet: The True Spirit of Service (for new G.C. Murphy employees)

	1999.711A
	Scrapbook
	Marguerite Rush’s Scrapbook of 25th Anniversary of working at Murphy’s

	
	
	Loose items from Scrapbook: 1955 Veteran’s Club materials & 1965 Report

	
	
	Loose items from Scrapbook: 1975 Veteran’s Club materials

	1999.711A
	Scrapbook
	Photo Album of Marguerite Rush Murphy’s Office and staff photos 1940’s & 1950’s

	1999.711A?
	Scrapbook
	Photos and articles from Printing Department 25th Anniversaries and Retirement of Marguerite Rush

	2001.831A
	Binder
	G.C. Murphy history, complied by topics such as: 1942 Red Cross Mobile Units; 1951 Morris; Medical Plans; Sick Policy; Veterans Club; Retirement Plan; Charitable Foundation; James Mack; P.L. Sample; W.C. Shaw; J.S. Mack; Magazine Articles; etc.

	2005.9B?
	
	Murphy’s Menu, 1934

	2009.59
	
	G.C. Murphy Annual Reports 1970’s

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Annual Reports 1980-1984

	
	
	Ames Annual Report 1987

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Annual Report, 1958 (photocopy)

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Organizational Charts

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Company’s Program, 1976, 1977, 1979

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Store #12  1975 top items by department

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Store #12 profits, 1930-1983

	
	
	G.C. Murphy 1979 & 1980 Analysis of stores operating with losses

	
	
	G.C. Murphy store closing procedure 1985

	
	
	G.C. Murphy 1985 Home Office telephone directory

	
	
	G.C. Murphy notice of shareholders meeting, 1977, 1980, 1983

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Certificate of Merchandising 1974 presented to C.A. McElhinny

	
	
	G.C. Murphy signs from an office?

	2009.59.5
	Binder
	G.C. Murphy 1985 Medical and Retirement Plans

	2009.59.6
	Binder
	Ames Physical Inventory Manual

	2009.59.7
	Binder
	G.C. Murphy / Ames 1986 Store Operations

	2009.59.8
	Binder
	G.C. Murphy 1985-87 Store closings, budgets and evaluations

	2009.59.9
	Book
	G.C. Murphy 1983 Program

	2009.59.10
	Book
	G.C. Murphy 1984 Program

	2011.34
	
	G.C. Murphy Annual Reports 1937-1947

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Annual Reports 1948-1955

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Annual Reports 1956-1966

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Annual Reports 1967-1976

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Annual Reports 1977-1984

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Stock Information

	
	
	G.C. Murphy 1982 Annual Stock Report

	
	
	G.C. Murphy 1985 Employee Stock Ownership Plan

	
	
	G.C. Murphy 1985 Annual Stock Report

	
	
	G.C. Murphy 1985 Articles re: Ames Buy-out

	
	
	Magazine: Chain Store Age, December 1967 featuring Murphy’s

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Veteran’s Club 1968 reunion book

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Construction Reports 1983 & 1984

	2011.34.1
	Book
	Retail Yearbook, 1983

	2011.34.2
	Book
	Fairchild’s Financial Manual of Retail Stores, 1983


Items in the following binders have no accession number, came from Ed Davis and the G.C. Murphy Foundation:

	
	Binder #1
	1919 “G.C. Murphy Co.: Organization, History & Business

	
	
	Ca. 1970’s list “Year of Store Openings

	
	
	1958 Tribute to Walter Shaw

	
	
	Article “G.C. Murphy – A Variety Store”

	
	
	Article “The March of Progress” ca. 1956 with #’s of stores and sales by year

	
	
	Article “Rebirth of the Murphy Company”

	
	
	No title: Company History

	
	
	Article “The Growth of the G.C. Murphy Company”

	
	
	Article from Chain Store Age, June 1950 “The G.C. Murphy Company, 1925-1950”

	
	
	Article “Distribution History of G.C. Murphy & Subsidiaries”

	
	
	Lecture by Edwin Davis to Rotary Club, 1983 re: Murphy’s

	
	
	Article “J.S. Mack”

	
	
	Article “Walter Carlysle Shaw” with photo

	
	
	Items pertaining to Walter Shaw, John S. Mack and Paul Sample

	
	
	Article “Firsts in the Variety Store Field”

	
	
	Article “Sequence of Events”

	
	
	1934 list of Superintendents

	
	Binder #2
	Photographs of Murphy’s Stores

	
	
	Photographs of Veterans Club Gatherings, 1940’s-50’s

	
	Binder #3
	Photographs of Murphy’s Stores, early 20th Century

	
	Binder #4
	Photographs of Veteran’s Club

	
	
	1943 letter from Shaw to Mack

	
	
	Article in Chain Store Age, August 1946 “G.C. Murphy Marks 40th Anniversary

	
	
	Article “Women Employees of G.C. Murphy Co. Help War Effort”

	
	
	1942 letter re: list of G.C. Murphy men in military service

	
	
	1942 Government Publication “Dollars for Victory”

	
	
	1946 & 1947 Addresses by P. Sample to Veteran’s Club

	
	
	Reports from 1946 & 1947

	
	
	Photos of Home Office and Conferences

	
	
	Report from 1948

	
	
	1948 Annual Report

	
	
	Photos of Personnel & Stores from 1940’s includes interior and exterior, and displays

	
	Binder #5
	Testimonial to Walter Shaw ca. 1958

	
	
	Photos of stores, warehouse and home office ca. 1950’s

	
	
	Organizational Charts

	
	
	1957 Annual Reports

	
	Binder #6
	Organizational Charts 1962, 1967, 1968

	
	
	Article “Southwest Regional Office” 1962

	
	
	Article from Webb Ways, 1963 “Mast Distribution on G.C. Murphy distribution center

	
	
	Annual Reports 1964-1969

	
	
	Documents from 1966-1968 on AA Large Store Organization

	
	
	Select 1967 Company Policies

	
	
	1966 “G.C. Murphy Co. Fact Sheet”

	
	
	1976 flyer “Announcing G.C. Murphy Co. New Computer Center”

	
	
	Article “A History of Data Processing @ G.C. Murphy Co.” with photos

	
	
	Store and Warehouse Photos

	
	
	Article 1963 “Construction started on Murphy Warehouse Addition.

	
	
	1977-1979 Personnel Announcements

	
	
	Article, May 1973 “G.C. Murphy Co. Growth Continues”

	
	
	Store Photos ca. 1960’s

	
	
	Personnel and Payroll list 1974

	
	
	1970 Annual Report

	
	
	1970 Organizational Chart

	
	
	1975 Annual Report

	
	
	Photos of Management, Seminars and Personnel

	
	Binder #7
	G.C. Murphy Organizational Chart and Personnel Reports, ca. 1980

	
	
	Article “March of Progress” 1981

	
	
	Article “G.C. Murphy Observes 75th Anniversary”

	
	
	Article “A Salute to the G.C. Murphy Co. 75th Anniversary”

	
	
	Articles “G.C. Murphy Expands in Baltimore”

	
	
	Article “Congressional Record G.C. Murphy Co. 75th Anniversary”

	
	
	Photographs

	
	
	75th Anniversary Speeches and Press Release

	
	
	Article “Special Bargain World Committee” 1982

	
	
	Article from Business Times June 1982 “Lytle Steers G.C. Murphy in New Marketing Direction”

	
	
	Photographs and Newspaper Articles

	
	
	1983 Annual Report

	
	
	Notices to Shareholders

	
	
	1984 Annual Report

	
	
	Press Releases, 1980’s

	
	
	Personnel Photographs


Items listed below have no accession number. Assumed they came it at the same time as the items in the binders

	
	
	1947 Valentines Promotion

	
	
	1971 Press Release and clippings from new G.C. Murphy store in Gaston Mall, NC

	
	
	Ca. 1955 Murphy’s clothing catalogue

	
	
	Annual Reports 1956, 1971, 1982

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Internal Correspondence ca. 1911-1915

	
	
	G.C. Murphy flyers and ads ca. 1910-1915

	
	
	G.C. Murphy Advertisements

	
	
	Book: Merchandising, G.C. Murphy Companies Policies and Practices, 1929

	
	
	Magazine: Chain Store Age, Dec 1967 “Murphy on the Move”

	
	Binder
	Construction Photographs from H. Miller and Sons of the construction of store #12 in Pittsburgh

	Boxed
	Book
	2 stock ledgers from Jean Zabel? 1906-1920 & 1920-1927


